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Administrative Activation of Autonomy:
Transformation and Practice of Rural Governance

LU Qing—qing
(School of Sociology , Wuhan University , Wuhan Hubei 430072, China)

[Abstract] Rural governance should balance the dual relationship between administration and auton-
omy. Based on the analysis from the perspective of governance integration rather than value duality, ad-
ministration and autonomy in the transformation of governance are not necessarily opposite and present
as administrative activation of autonomy. In the transformation of governance sustainability require-
ments and social endogenous needs, the relationship between administration and autonomy is constantly
adjusted. The administrative power has realized the activation of village—level autonomy through event
input, rule embedding and organizational reconstruction, and this activation mechanism includes the
coupling of governance objectives, the guarantee of governance resources and the flexibility of govern-
ance space. Administrative activation of autonomy is fundamentally inherently stipulated by the incom~
plete regime of townships and the irregular rural society, thus shaping the nested governance of interde-
pendence between administration and autonomy. Based on this, the practice of rural governance trans-
formation should not be too radical to promote the modernization of grassroots governance, but should
seek the balance between administration and autonomy in the flexible social structure.

[Key words] Rural Governance Transformation; Grassroots Governance; Administration Activation
of Autonomy; Elastic Structure
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