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“Capital to the Countryside” and the Reshaping of Rural Governance

LU Qing—ging
( Department of Sociology Wuhan University Wuhan 430074  China)

Abstract: Capital to the countryside has become a general trend; the countryside capital not only entered
the field of agricultural production but also rural construction land. Driven by profitseeking motives

capital to the countryside is designed to run villages. Capital operates in a corporate mode on the village
exogenous project resources endogenous land resources and village organizations’ capitalized operation

resulting in village public resources privatized and villagedevel organization incorporated. In this
process through the interaction with the rural subjects at all levels the capital reconstructs the rural gov—
ernance order: the monopoly order of the “power-interest network” which leads to the loss of the public
nature of the village. The inherent logic of this order lies in the imbalance between the compulsory politi—
cal power of rural organizations and the power of coordinated governance and the weakening of rural gov—
ernance power makes the independent operation of rural political power and the formation of interests and

complicity in the countryside capital and constructs the “power-interest network ” of rural governance.
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